
Greetings.  

Transitions take us 
from where we were 
to where we are. 
They change us and 
provide hope for the 
future. This summer 
has been a time of 
transition. What 
stays constant is 
God’s love for us. 
God is calling us to 
lean into the transi-
tions. As we do, we 
allow ourselves to 
become models of 
love, grace, joy, and 
peace.  

Some transitions can 
cause pain and God 

provides God’s heal-
ing touch to bring us 
through. God also 
provides a loving and 
welcoming communi-
ty to encourage us 
and help grow our 
faith.  

We are people who 
like stability and 
want to hang onto 
constants. I learned 
long ago that 
“change is the only 
constant.” Being 
teachable is the best 
method I have 
learned to get 
through times of 
change. Hope sus-
tains us through 

times of transition. 
We look to a bright 
future. We anticipate 
new thinking and 
growth. Through it 
all, we recognize that 
God’s love for us is 
also a constant. This 
love comes to us in 
many ways. Our 
church community is 
one of those ways 

(Con’t. on pg. 3) 

A Message from Fr. Steve... 

 

Father Steve and his 
wife Mary Chris have 
gone “all in” on Ascen-
sion. Selling their home 
in Delaware county and 
building a new home 
here in Parkesburg was 
a sheer demonstration 
of faith. Steve’s energy 
and enthusiasm for 
Ascension as a parish 
and as individuals has 
all the signs of some-
one who can grow our 

church. We have 
been praying for 
as long as I can 
remember to 
have a pastor 

who lives in Parkesburg 
to have the local pres-
ence and community 
connection needed to 
grow Ascension. I be-
lieve that we are in a 
season of transfor-
mation at Ascension.  

As we enter this time 
of Stewardship when 
each of us considers 
our personal commit-
ment level to Ascen-

sion I believe the ques-
tion is …What does “all 
in” look like in your 
contribution of Time, 
Talent and Treasure? 
Father Steve will send 
out the overview letter 
for Stewardship to the 
parish via email and by 
mail, please review it 
and consider the ques-
tion above as you 
choose for yourself 
what level of contribu-
tion to Ascension is in 
your heart. 

Rob Gallagher 
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If you ever wondered about what it's 
like to live with a mental illness, my 
experience is that it is not fun. I feel 
trapped, lost, and hopeless in life, as 
though I am in a dark tunnel with no 
way out. Life is a challenge every 
day. Yet, for me, getting paired with 
my Compeer match changed my life.  

My wonderful Compeer friend, Terry 
and I are truly a match. Our friend-
ship is very meaningful and made a 
great impact in both of our lives. 
May I tell you about a great memory 
with Terry?  

2020 was tough due to the pandem-
ic, and Terry and I decided to take a 
day trip to Cape May once things 

opened up. The fall was the perfect 
time to go as it was cooler and less 
crowded. Our day started with 
lunch at a taco 
place. Next we 
shopped and 
browsed the Mall. 
Finally, we soaked 
up sun at the 
beach, and lis-
tened to the 
sound of waves 
crashing, while we people-
watched. It really was a day that 
neither of us will EVER forget. I 
have great memories with Terry, 
and more to come.  

Doing things with Terry has in-

creased my confidence, which has 
been a struggle point. And now I am 
finding that I want to do more. My 

relationship with Ter-
ry, and the resulting 
confidence boost are 
why my experience 
with The Chester 
County Compeer pro-
gram is great. I am a 
better version of me. 
I highly encourage 

getting involved with the program. 

Lauren Mazzotta 

May today be all you need it to be.  

May the peace of God and the freshness 

of the Holy Spirit rest in your thoughts, rule in your dreams tonight, and 

conquer all your fears.  

May God manifest himself today in ways you have 

never experienced before.  

May your joys be fulfilled, your dreams be closer, 

and your prayers be answered.  

I pray that faith enters a new height for you; 

I pray that your territory is enlarged.  

I pray for peace, healing, health, happiness, 

prosperity, joy, true and undying love for 

God.  

Be kinder than necessary,  

for everyone you meet is fighting some kind of 

battle. 
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My Compeer Friendship & Experience With The Compeer Program  
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A U T U M N  

where we learn and practice 
love.  

Ascension has sus-
tained me this sum-
mer. I have had many 
meaningful conversa-
tions. I heard people 
speak about the transi-
tion in their lives. As we travel 
together, we discover new 
depth, new spiritual practices, 
and revive old ones. We experi-
ence God accompanying us 
through all our transitions and 
transformations.  

One such transition was the loss 
of our tree, which stood guard 
over our building for 100 years. 
This was a sad day when it came 
down. The tree suffered from 
the Ash borer and there was evi-
dence of that when the tree 
came down. It seemed like the 
whole town loved that tree. It 
was reported that many people 
were in the library across the 
street asking questions. Others 
were taking pictures and telling 
stories about the tree. Soon we 
will determine what new tree 
will take up the guard position. 
Thanks to all who made this 
happen. Our community is safe 
from falling limbs and memories 
abound of what the tree wit-
nessed.  

The Church of the Ascension be-
gins another program year. We 
have adjusted our Sunday wor-
ship schedule to 8 AM and 10:30 
AM. After many discussions and 

prayers, this is the best choice 
for our community. The Sunday 
School had a good start on Sun-

day, September 
25. All children 
are welcome. Our 
Sunday School 
staff works hard 
to provide a pro-

gram of meaning and education 
for the children. Adult formation 
continues in the form of a dis-
cussion about the Gospel of the 
day. This occurs between the 
Sunday services at 9 AM. We are 
offering Compline during the 
week on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at 8:30 PM. These 
services of prayer are offered in 
the church and broadcast on 
Facebook. We have made the 
transition from one bookkeeper 
to another. Thanks to the fi-
nance team for making that 
happen seamlessly. Coffee hour 
continues after the 10:30 service 
on Sunday. It is a great time to 
catch up with people and enjoy 
some tremendous food. 

Coming up this fall are several 
different worship possibilities 
beyond our normal Sunday and 
weekday offerings: 

October 1 – Confirmation of 
Vincent Thaler at the Ca-
thedral in Philadelphia 

October 2 – Celebrating St. 
Francis and the blessing 
of animals 

October 31 – Providing Din-
ner at the Point 

Month of October - Steward-
ship 

November 6 – All Saints Sun-
day and the creation of 
the altar of remem-
brance 

November 11 – Veterans 
Day Service 

November 23 – Parkesburg 
Community Thanksgiving 
Service 

November 24 – Ascension 
Thanksgiving Service. 

Mary Chris and I have com- 
pleted all our real estate  
transactions. The transitions  
of the summer find us living  
in Parkesburg and loving it.  
We are on Strasburg Ave., in  
a house that was newly  
built. We transitioned from  
our home in Havertown  
where we lived for 35 years  
to this new place. We are  
glad to be here. We are  
grateful for all the help, ad 
vice, and introductions that  
made this possible. It is nice  
to be able to walk to church.  

The Ascension is a wonderful 
Church. We will continue as a 
community of prayer, a commu-
nity of worship, and a communi-
ty of service.  

Faithfully, 

Steve  
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A Message from Fr. Steve (Con’t. from pg. 1) 

“We experience God 

accompanying us through all our 

transitions and 

transformations.” 



On Saturday, March 12, 2022, Dea-
con Steven Lindsay became Fa-

ther Steven Lindsay at his ordina-
tion held at Ascension at 10 am.   

The Bishop and his entourage 
arrived in the nick of time as the 

day started with snow and ice 
covered roads and sidewalks.  

Though some folks were unable to 
attend due to the weather, quite a 

few parishioners, family and friends 
were in attendance.  It was a lovely 
service and reception that followed.  
Fr. Steve was gifted a beautiful stole 
from his friends at St. Asaph’s parish 

and an alb from Ascension and St. 
Mary’s Guild.  It was a moving and 

celebratory service! 

Welcome Father 
Steve and congrat-

ulations on your 
ordination! 
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Father Steve’s Ordination 
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A U T U M N  

Congratulations to Vincent Thaler on his 
confirmation held Saturday, October 1st at 
the Episcopal Cathedral in Philadelphia.  His 
family and Father Steve were in attendance 
at the service with Bishop Gutierrez serving 

as celebrant.   

Ascension said 
good-bye to the 
large ash tree that 
had proudly stood 
in the side yard for 
many, many years.  
It is always hard to 
say good-bye to an 
old friend like our 
ash, but it was dy-
ing due to Emerald Ash Borer.  
Once it was down, it was dis-
covered that the main trunk 
was entirely hollow and 
rotten.  

Many thanks to Harold Taylor 
for repairing the lawn and re-
seeding the area.  Plans include 
planting a new tree in the same 
area in the near future.   
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Congratulations Vincent Thaler! 

We Say Good-bye to an Old Friend... 

Thanks to Gerry Treadway, we have 
some photos and interesting history 

pertaining to our tree.   



Ascension welcomed Eleanor Lhao 
Davis into our parish as she was 
baptized on Sunday, August 14th.  
Big brother Jed, her parents Bill & 
Ahno Davis and grandparents Beth 
Davis & Randy Frantz and extended 
family celebrated with the congre-
gation!   

Congratulations! 
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Pet Blessing 

Welcome Baby Eleanor! 

N E W S & V IE W S  

Sunday, October 2nd was our 
annual Pet Blessing service.  It 
was wonderful to have some 
awesome pets in the sanctuary, 
in ‘paw’son and virtually!  
Blessings to them all and their 
lucky families! 

Howie, Chaplin & Allie with Mom-
Lindsay & Pop-Jay  

Thank you to Church School for making and 
giving out the wonderful pet toys! 

Ginger Thaler 

 



A U T U M N  

It’s fall and Church School is back 
in session, but here are a few 
photos for a look back at Sunday, 
May 15th-Recognition Sunday.  A 
time when the children, teachers 
& helpers are recognized for 
their ac-

complishments during the 
year.  The children also 
made cards to share with 
Fr. Steve and to help him 
learn more about the 

youth of the parish.  
Many thanks to Allison 
Thaler in her continued 
leadership as head of 

Church School. And to 
Barb Ammon, Patti Smith 
and the entire Hess, Tha-
ler & Walburn families 
for their tireless champi-
oning and guidance of our parishes’ youth! 
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Church School 
 

Lent & Burying the Alleluias! 



Thank you to the Gallaghers for 
hosting our Annual Parish Pic-
nic on Sunday, August 14th!  Lots of 
creek time, delicious food and fellow-
ship!   
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Parish Picnic 

 ETC... 

N E W S & V IE W S  

 

Fr. Steve’s 
delicious 

trifle! 

Even the dogs (O’Ryan Gallagher & Paige 
Taylor) enjoyed creek wading! 

 

Ascension’s Night for dinner at The 
Point!  Thanks for everyone’s help & 

donations! 



A U T U M N  

A morning gathering was held at St. 
Edward’s Episcopal Church in Lan-
caster for open, honest, non-
confrontational discussion on the 
prevention of gun violence. It was 
organized by The Rev. Dr. Rick Bau-
er. That Saturday was a beautiful 
fall day, and the church parking lot 
was encircled with tables repre-
senting various voices in the con-
versation – police pro-
moting gun safety and 
offering free gun locks, 
local mental health ser-
vices, and diocesan poli-
cy regarding gun vio-
lence in Central Penn-
sylvania. Our diocese 
has a similar policy. 
There were activities for 
children for promoting 
peace.  

Several faith-based initi-
atives were represented. 

“Heeding God’s Call to End Gun 
Violence” had a powerful display of 
75 tee shirts on crosses on the 
church grounds. They represented 
people who had been killed by ille-
gally purchased guns in Lancaster 
County in the last 10 years. Noting 
that American faith leadership is 

largely absent from the movement 
to end gun violence, opportunities 
were available to write to legisla-
tors.  
“Swords to Plowshares”, led by re-
tired Bishop Jim Curry of Connecti-
cut, was there to talk about 
their program to buy back 
guns and make them into 
jewelry and garden tools. 

They operate 
with volun-
teers and pre-
viously incar-
cerated per-
sons who are 
taught how to make 
the wooden handles.  

The morning was fol-
lowed by “A Commu-
nal Lament for Gun 

Violence”, a 
beautiful, moving 
church service of 
music, liturgy, 
prayer and 
preaching. The 
prayer of Bishops 
United Against 
Gun Violence set 
the tone and 
hopes of the peo-
ple: 

“O God who remembers, today we 
hold before you all who have died 
from the plague of gun violence in 
our land. We remember those who 
have taken their lives with a gun, 
those who have died in school 

shootings 
and mass 
shootings, 
those who 
have died 
by a gun in 
the course 
of an argu-
ment or 
from abuse 

or by accident or during the com-
mission of a crime. We lift our voic-
es in sorrow and frustration, know-
ing that every life is infinitely valua-
ble to you. Receive all who have 
died into the arms of your mercy, 
bless those who mourn with the 
hope of eternal life, strengthen our 
heart and our arms to bring an end 
to this scourge. This we pray in the 
name of the one who overcame 
the power of death, your son, Jesus 
Christ.” Amen. 

 

Beth Davis 
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St. Edwards Episcopal in Lancaster Holds a Morning on 
Preventing Gun Violence 



 

E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  O F  
T H E  A S C E N S I O N  

P.O. Box 193 
406 West Second Ave. 
Parkesburg, PA  19365 

We’re on the 
Web! 

www.ascension
parkesburg.org    

Services 
 

Sundays 
8:00am:  Rite I Contemplative 

Service 
 

9:00-10:00am:  Bible Study 
 
10:30am:  Rite II Festive  
Service with Music & Church 
School 
 
M-W-F:  Compline, 8:30pm 

 
All services available in-person 

or virtually. 
 
 

See our Webpage: 
 

www.ascensionparkesburg.org 
 

for all Zoom & Facebook infor-
mation to connect to services & 

discussions (& more)! 
 
 

Email: 
ascensionparkesburg@gmail.com 

 

Church Office: 610-857-9176  

Our Mission Statement: 

‘To Be a Loving  

Community in  

Relationship with God,  

serving Christ and  

Respecting the Dignity of 
Every  

Human Being.’ 

 

Thank you to all who have 
contributed to this issue! 

 

If you would like to con-
tribute  to a future 

newsletter (articles &/or 
photos!), please send all 

items to 

Carol Taylor at  

carolcjp1960@aol.com 

 

Please use ‘Newsletter’ in 
the subject line. 


